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DOMINUS IESUS: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD 
Talk Handout 

 

 

I. Proclamation as Spiritual Warfare    (Walkthrough of 2 Cor 4:1-6) 

A.  God’s Strategy:  Enlighten all with the Light of Christ 

1.  God, Who began the first Creation with light… 
“It is God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’”  (v6, quoting Gen 1:3)  

2.  …begins the New Creation through the Light of Christ. 
“God has shone in our hearts to bring to light the knowledge of the glory of God 

  on the face of Jesus Christ.”  (v6)  

 3.  God transforms us and unites us to Himself through our “contemplative gaze” upon Jesus. 
“All of us, gazing with unveiled face on the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from glory to glory, as from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  (2 Cor 3:18) 

B.  The Devil’s Strategy:  Blind the minds of unbelievers 

1.  Satan veils the Gospel for those in his kingdom. 
“… our gospel is veiled to those who are perishing…”  (v3) 

“… the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers”  (v4)  

2. Satan tries to prevent us from seeing the true identity of Jesus. 
“so that they may not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, 

  who is the image of God.”  (v4) 

C.  Paul’s Strategy for the Church:  Preach with integrity Jesus Christ as Lord 

1.  Preserve the integrity of the Gospel. 
“not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God…”  (v2) 

2.  Preach Jesus Christ as Lord. 
“By the open declaration of the truth we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of 

God.”  (v2) 

“For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of 

Jesus.”  (v5) 

3.  Persevere in the ministry of proclamation. 
“Since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us, we are not discouraged.”  (v1) 

D.  Summary 
“The subject of proclamation is Christ who was crucified, died and risen: through him is accomplished our full and 

authentic liberation from evil, sin and death; through him God bestows ‘new life’ that is divine and eternal. 

  This is the ‘Good News’ which changes man and history, and which all peoples have a right to hear.”  (RM #44) 

 

II. Dominus Iesus  

A.  ‘The Lord Jesus’ - Document published by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

1.  Problem -  The Church’s missionary proclamation is weakened by false theories about 

     Christ & the Church.   
“The Church’s constant missionary proclamation is in danger today by relativistic theories which seek to 

justify religious pluralism… as a consequence, it is held that certain truths have been superceded.”  (DI #4) 

- Confusion among Catholics about who Jesus is as the one Saviour of the world. 

2.  Purpose - To protect the integrity of the preaching of the Church.  (see point I, C, 1. above) 

3.  Method - Clarifications of previous statements: Scripture, Creeds, Fathers, Vatican II & 

recent Popes  

 4.  Audience - Addressed principally to Catholics  
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B.  Four Points of Confusion clarified in Dominus Iesus: (there are many more in the document) 

1. Is Jesus unique?  A post-modem attempt to come to terms with religious pluralism by 

denying that any religion has the right to make universal claims about its own belief. 

2. Are non-Christian Religions Salvific?  A new ‘optimism’ in interreligious dialogue 

regarding the ‘salvific’ value of non-Christian religions (“Many roads to God?”). 

3. Has ‘Dialogue’ replaced Evangelization?  Discussing and understanding each others’ 

beliefs is all that is needed in our relations with non-Christians. 

4. Does Evangelization violate religious freedom?  Evangelization is viewed as form of 

cultural imperialism, a violation of religious liberty and tolerance. 

 

III. The Uniqueness of Jesus Christ   (Dominus Iesus #15) 

A.  The Problem  
“Not infrequently it is proposed that theology should avoid the use of terms like “unicity”, “universality”, and 

“absoluteness”, which give the impression of excessive emphasis on the significance and value of the salvific 

event of Jesus Christ in relation to other religions.” 

- Some don’t like absolutes and think we should avoid emphasizing the uniqueness of Jesus. 

B.  The Truth - Jesus is utterly unique 
“In reality, however, such language is simply being faithful to revelation, since it represents a development of the 

sources of the faith themselves.  From the beginning, the community of believers has recognized in Jesus a salvific 

value such that he alone, as Son of God made man, crucified and risen, by the mission received from the Father and 

in the power of the Holy Spirit, bestows revelation (cf. Mt 11:27) and divine life (cf. Jn 1:12; 5:25-26; 17:2) to all 

humanity and to every person.” 

“In this sense, one can and must say that Jesus Christ has a significance and a value for the human race and 

its history, which are unique and singular, proper to him alone, exclusive, universal, and absolute. Jesus is, in 

fact, the Word of God made man for the salvation of all. In expressing this consciousness of faith, the Second 

Vatican Council teaches: “The Word of God, through whom all things were made, was made flesh, so that as 

perfect man he could save all men and sum up all things in himself.” 

C.  This holds true for everyone!  
“The Lord is the goal of human history, the focal point of the desires of history and civilization, the centre of 

mankind, the joy of all hearts, and the fulfilment of all aspirations. It is he whom the Father raised from the 

dead, exalted and placed at his right hand, constituting him judge of the living and the dead”. (Second Vatican 

Council, Gaudium et spes, 45)  “It is precisely this uniqueness of Christ which gives him an absolute and universal 

significance whereby, while belonging to history, he remains history's centre and goal: ‘I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end' (Rev 22:13).” (John Paul II, Redemptoris missio, 6) 

   

IV. Non-Christian Religions:  Preparation for the Gospel  

A.  What does Vatican II teach about other world religions?  

"The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions. She has a high regard for the 

manner of life and conduct, the precepts and teachings, which, although differing in many ways from her own 

teaching, nonetheless often reflect a ray of that truth which enlightens every man.” (Vatican II, Declaration on the 

relationship of the Church to Non-Christian Religions - Nostrae Aetate, 4) 

B.  Seeds of the Word  

1.  Truths that come from the Holy Spirit are taught in non-Christian religions. 

     These truths are called “seeds of the Word” by the Church Fathers, Paul VI and John Paul II. 

2.  Through these seeds of the Word, the Holy Spirit is drawing and preparing non-Christians 

for the explicit proclamation of Jesus Christ. 
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“Whatever good or truth is found amongst them is considered by the Church to be a preparation for the Gospel 

and given by him who enlightens all men that they many at length have life.” (Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, 16) 

Jesus Christ is “the true light that enlightens every man” (John 1:8) 

3.  These seeds of the Word sprout, grow & bear fruit when Jesus is proclaimed and received. 

C.  Non-Christian religions are incomplete 

 - Jesus is the only complete fulfillment of all religious aspirations. 
“Do not be afraid of presenting Christ to someone who does not yet know Him. 

Christ is the true answer, the most complete answer to all the questions which concern the human person and his 

destiny.  Helping a brother or sister to discover Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life, is a true act of love for 

one's neighbour.”  - John Paul II 

D.  Can non-Christians be saved? 

1.  Theists (non-Christians who believe in God) may be saved, provided… 
"Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who 

nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they 

know it through the dictates of their conscience-those too may achieve eternal salvation.” (Vatican II, 

Lumen Gentium, 16) 

- Three conditions for salvation of unbelievers:  They must be… 

  1)  Invincibly Ignorant - ‘Invincible’ = “through no fault of their own” 

          ‘Ignorant’ = “do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church” 

  2)  Sincere Seeker - “seek God with a sincere heart”  (Eucharistic Prayer IV) 

  3)  Follows Conscience - “tries in his actions to do God’s will as they know it through the 

dictates of their conscience.” 

2.  Atheists and Agnostics (those who don’t believe in God) may be saved, provided… 
“Nor shall divine providence deny the assistance necessary for salvation to those who, without any fault of 

theirs, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God, and who, not without grace strive to lead a 

good life.”   (LG #16) 

- Same three conditions for salvation (slightly modified): 

  1)  Invincibly Ignorant - ‘Invincible’ = “without any fault of theirs” 

          ‘Ignorant’ = “have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God” 

  2)  Sincere Seeker - seek the truth sincerely 

  3)  Follows Conscience - “strive to lead a good life” 
“For since Christ died for all, and since all men are in fact called to one and the same destiny, which is 

divine, we must hold that the Holy Spirit offers to all the possibility of being made partners, in a way 

known to God, in the paschal mystery." (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes, 22) 

3.  All Salvation comes through Christ.  If anyone is saved, he is saved by Jesus Christ. 

- If someone gets to heaven, they got there ONLY through the merits of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, NOT through the merits of their religion or their own works. 
“Religions can exercise a positive influence on the destiny of those who belong to them and follow them in a 

sincere spirit, however, if decisive action for salvation is a work of the Holy Spirit, we must keep in mind that 

man receives salvation only through Christ from the Holy Spirit.”  (John Paul II, General Address, May 31, 

1995) 

4.  For non-Christians, salvation is possible, but frought with dangers and uncertainty. 
“But very often, deceived by the Evil One, men have become vain in their reasonings, have exchanged the truth of 

God for a lie and served the world rather than the Creator (RM 1:2). Or else, living and dying in this world without 

God, they are exposed to ultimate despair.” (LG 16) 

- So many don’t seek the truth sincerely and don’t follow their conscience 

   because of the significant opposition of the world, the flesh and the devil. 

- It is a matter of love of our neighbour, and therefore the salvation of our own souls. 
‘The question is not can non-Christians be saved.  The question is can we be saved if we don’t share Christ 

with them?’ - paraphrase of Pope Paul VI 
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5.  Therefore, we must evangelize non-Christians. 
“Hence to procure the glory of God and the salvation of all these, the Church, mindful of the Lord's command, 

‘preach the Gospel to every creature’ (Mk 16:16) takes zealous care to foster the missions.” (LG #16) 

“We must maintain that the way of salvation always passes through Christ, and therefore the Church and her 

missionaries have the task of making Him known and loved in every time, place, and culture.  Apart from 

Christ ‘there is no salvation.’”  (John Paul II, General Address, May 31, 1995) 

 

V. Interreligious Dialogue: Part of our Evangelizing Mission 

Dialogue accompanies (not replaces) proclamation 
“Dialogue certainly does not replace, but rather accompanies the missio ad gentes [mission to the nations] … Inter-

religious dialogue is part of the Church' s evangelizing mission.” (DI #2) 

- We dialogue to understand and respect people, but ultimately hope to lead them to Jesus. 

 

VI. Religious Freedom:  The Church Proposes, she Imposes Nothing 

“All forms of missionary activity are marked by an awareness that one is furthering human freedom by proclaiming 

Christ…on her part the Church addresses people with full respect for their freedom. Her mission does not restrict 

freedom but rather promotes it. The Church proposes; she imposes nothing. She respects individuals and cultures, 

and she honors the sanctuary of conscience. To those who for various reasons oppose missionary activity, the 

Church repeats: Open the doors to Christ!”  (RM #39) 



SEEDS OF THE WORD 
ACTIVE IN VARIOUS RELIGIONS 
Pope John Paul II, General Audience, 9 September 1998 

 

1. In Nostra aetate, the Declaration on the Relation of the 

Church to Non-Christian Religions, the Second Vatican 

Council teaches that “the Catholic Church rejects nothing of 

what is true and holy in these religions. She has a high regard 

for the manner of life and conduct, the precepts and doc-

trines which, although differing in many ways from her own 

teaching, nevertheless often reflect a ray of that truth which 

enlightens all men” (Nostra aetate, n. 2). 

Taking up the Council’s teaching from the first Encyclical 

Letter of my Pontificate, I have wished to recall the ancient 

doctrine formulated by the Fathers of the Church, which says 

that we must recognize “the seeds of the Word” present and 

active in the various religions (Ad gentes, n. 11; Lumen gen-

tium, n. 17). This doctrine leads us to affirm that, though the 

routes taken may be different, “there is but a single goal to 

which is directed the deepest aspiration of the human spirit 

as expressed in its quest for God and also in its quest, 

through its tending towards God, for the full dimension of its 

humanity, or in other words, for the full meaning of human 

life” (Redemptor hominis, n. 11). 

The “seeds of truth” present and active in the various reli-

gious traditions are a reflection of the unique Word of God, 

who “enlightens every man coming into world” (cf. Jn 1:9) 

and who became flesh in Christ Jesus (cf. Jn 1:14). They are 

together an “effect of the Spirit of truth operating outside the 

visible confines of the Mystical Body” and which “blows 

where it wills” (Jn 3:8; cf. Redemptor hominis, nn. 6, 12). 

Keeping this doctrine in mind, the celebration of the Jubilee 

of the Year 2000 “will provide a great opportunity, espe-

cially in view of the events of recent decades, for interrelig-

ious dialogue” (Tertio millennio adveniente, n. 53). Even 

now, during this pneumatological year, it is fitting to pause 

and consider in what sense and in what ways the Holy Spirit 

is present in humanity’s religious quest and in the various 

experiences and traditions that express it. 

2. It must first be kept in mind that every quest of the human 

spirit for truth and goodness, and in the last analysis for God, 

is inspired by the Holy Spirit. The various religions arose 

precisely from this primordial human openness to God. At 

their origins we often find founders who, with the help of 

God’s Spirit, achieved a deeper religious experience. 

Handed on to others, this experience took form in the doc-

trines, rites and precepts of the various religions. 

In every authentic religious experience, the most characteris-

tic expression is prayer. Because of the human spirit’s consti-

tutive openness to God’s action of urging it to self-

transcendence, we can hold that “every authentic prayer is 

called forth by the Holy Spirit, who is mysteriously present 

in the heart of every person” (Address to the Members of the 

Roman Curia, 22 Dec. 1986, n. 11…). 

We experienced an eloquent manifestation of this truth at the 

World Day of Prayer for Peace on 27 October 1986 in Assisi, 

and on other similar occasions of great spiritual intensity. 

3. The Holy Spirit is not only present in other religions 

through authentic expressions of prayer. “The Spirit’s pres-

ence and activity”, as I wrote in the Encyclical Letter Re-

demptoris missio, “affect not only individuals but also soci-

ety and history, peoples, cultures and religions” (n. 28). 

Normally, “it will be in the sincere practice of what is good 

in their own religious traditions and by following the dictates 

of their own conscience that the members of other religions 

respond positively to God’s invitation and receive salvation 

in Jesus Christ, even while they do not recognize or ac-

knowledge him as their Saviour (cf. Ad gentes, nn. 3, 9, 11)” 

(Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue – Congrega-

tion for the Evangelization of Peoples, Instruction Dialogue 

and Proclamation, 19 May 1991, n. 29…). 

Indeed, as the Second Vatican Council teaches, “since Christ 

died for all, and since all men are in fact called to one and 

the same destiny, which is divine, we must hold that the Holy 

Spirit offers to all the possibility of coming into contact, in a 

way known to God, with the paschal mystery” (Gaudium et 

spes, n. 22). 

This possibility is achieved through sincere, inward adher-

ence to the Truth, generous self-giving to one’s neighbour 

and the search for the Absolute inspired by the Spirit of God. 

A ray of the divine Wisdom is also shown through the ful-

filment of the precepts and practices that conform to the 

moral law and to authentic religious sense. Precisely by vir-

tue of the Spirit’s presence and action, the good elements 

found in the various religions mysteriously prepare hearts to 

receive the full revelation of God in Christ. 

4. For the reasons mentioned here, the attitude of the Church 

and of individual Christians towards other religions is 

marked by sincere respect, profound sympathy and, when 

possible and appropriate, cordial collaboration. This does 

not mean forgetting that Jesus Christ is the one Mediator and 

Saviour of the human race. Nor does it mean lessening our 

missionary efforts, to which we are bound in obedience to 

the risen Lord’s command: “Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19). The attitude of 

respect and dialogue is instead the proper recognition of the 

“seeds of the Word” and the “groanings of the Spirit”. In this 

sense, far from opposing the proclamation of the Gospel, our 

attitude prepares it, as we await the times appointed by the 

Lord’s mercy. “By dialogue we let God be present in our 

midst; for as we open ourselves in dialogue to one another, 

we also open ourselves to God”… 

May the Spirit of truth and love, in view of the third millen-

nium now close at hand, guide us on the paths of the procla-

mation of Jesus Christ and of the dialogue of peace and 

brotherhood with the followers of all religions! 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/audiences/ 

1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_aud_09091998_en.html 
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